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Frida Ehrnsten, Tuuli Heinonen & Janne Harjula

A  M A N  O F  G L A SS  A N D  M U C H  M O RE
Georg Haggrén at 60

Ten years ago, in the spring of 2015, Ulli Rosendahl sent an email to her colleagues at the archaeology 
department at the University of Helsinki: ‘Hi guys! We just noticed that Georg’s 50th birthday is just 
around the corner. Should we get him something nice?’. Not surprisingly, everyone wanted to join 
in. In the end, Ulli and some of Georg’s students surprised him with a nice package at the beginning 
of the next seminar focusing on historical archaeology. The box contained some of Georg’s favourite 
excavation snacks: instant coffee, chocolate, rye bread, salami – and whiskey, of course.

When we realised that nearly ten years had somehow passed since we last celebrated Georg’s birth-
day, we decided that we really wanted to honour him again. This time, however, we chose a gift that 
would be a bit more enduring than a bottle of whiskey in 
the middle of a room full of archaeologists: we agreed that 
a Festschrift would be the best way to celebrate Georg. The 
book you are now holding in your hands – or browsing on 
your screen – is the result of that decision.

With this publication, colleagues and friends wish to 
congratulate Professor Georg Haggrén – or just Georg or 
Jori, as most of us know him – on his sixtieth birthday. 
The number of articles included is a testament to the high 
regard in which Georg is held, both in Finland and neigh-
bouring countries. He is not only an esteemed scholar but 
also a valued friend, always eager to share his knowledge 
and bring people together. Without Georg’s contributions 
over the past decades, historical archaeology1 in Finland 
would look very different today. Since the early 1990s, he 

FIGURE 1. Georg on an excursion to the Rapola Hillfort in Sääks
mäki, Valkeakoski in October 2008. Photo: Maija Holappa.
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has had a profound impact on the field, par-
ticularly through his ability to integrate his-
torical and archaeological records. Georg’s 
extensive list of publications is so vast that 
compiling a complete annotated bibliogra-
phy here would likely require dividing this 
publication into two volumes. Instead, what 
follows offers a brief survey of Georg’s signif-
icance in the academic world and a glimpse 
into the mind of a man renowned for his ex-
pertise in glass – yet whose knowledge ex-
tends far beyond it.

Georg’s interest in the past, and particularly in glass, was sparked already in his childhood home 
in Åvik, Somero. Despite his passion for archaeology and history, he initially chose to study infor-
mation technology and mathematics. Fortunately, he realised his true calling a few years later, when 
faced with a choice: attending his first excavations, or accepting a steady job in the IT field.2 As a 
wise and enlightened individual, he chose the humanities. His first scientific work, published in 1991 
in the bulletin of the Finnish Glass Museum, explores the archaeology of Finland’s early glass in-
dustry, focusing on the glassworks of Åvik in Somero and Mariedal in Sipoo.3 Georg continued his 
work with archaeological glass finds when he studied the material from the Old Town in Helsinki, 
where he also got to attend one of his first large-scale historical excavations at the turn of the 1990s. 
Another significant contribution was the exhibition publication Cheers! Fragments from the Middle 
Ages: glassvessels and their users in the Medieval North-Europe (1999). Since then, Georg has become 
one of the leading glass experts in Europe, sharing his knowledge through direct analysis of finds 
from excavations and numerous publications.4 Among students, he has sometimes been referred to 
as the glass machine – if a small piece of glass is found, you simply hand it to Georg, and within sec-
onds, he provides an evaluation of both its origin and dating.

Georg’s interest in production and early industry extends beyond glass manufacturing. In 2001, 
he earned his Ph.D. from the University of Helsinki with a study on early industrial workers in sev-
enteenth-century Sweden’s provincial ironworks.5 Since then, metallurgy and early production have 
remained close to his heart, leading to numerous publications on production sites and their societal 
impact.6 When it comes to objects and artifact studies, Georg has also demonstrated a broad interest 
in various subjects. In addition to glass, his research has covered topics ranging from tableware and 
dining culture to coin finds and the monetization process.7

FIGURE 2. Georg and his camera are a common sight 
on excavations, and excavation teams have often had 
the pleasure of witnessing how swiftly he can climb a 
tree with his tolppakengät to get the perfect angle. 
Mankby 2007. Photo: Tarja Knuutinen.
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Although Georg’s multifaceted expertise in artifact studies and medieval craftsmanship is well 
recognized, his most significant impact on Finnish archaeology has been through a diverse range of 
projects involving archaeological fieldwork. Georg was part of a new generation of Finnish medieval 
archaeologists in the 1990s when the foundations of historical archaeology, in its modern sense, were 
being established in Finland. Before this, Finnish medieval archaeology had primarily focused on 
monumental buildings such as castles and churches, as well as the town of Turku. However, in the 
1990s, the scope of historical archaeology in Finland gradually began to expand. While this devel-
opment was driven by multiple researchers and excavations, much of it can be attributed to a group 
of students at the University of Helsinki who, in 1992, established a multidisciplinary study circle on 
historical archaeology. Georg was, of course, one of the young students initiating the project. In 1993, 
the study circle founded the Medieval Manors Research Project (Suomen keskiaikainen kartanolai-
tos, SUKKA-projekti), with the aim of studying medieval and early modern manors in Finland. The 
primary focus was on two manor sites, Helgå and Näse in Perniö, southwest Finland, where field-
work was conducted between 1993 and 1995. The results were published in 1997.8

The manors were followed by villages with the launch of a new project in the early 2000s. In 2002, 
a new study circle was formed, leading to the initiation of the MARK-project (Medeltidsarkeologi 
på landsbygden), which focused on the medieval countryside. Georg served as a teacher and men-
tor, guiding the next generation of archaeologists in planning the excavation. This time, a deserted 
medieval village in Pernaja was selected as the research site. Many students participated in both the 
SUKKA and MARK-projects, helping to establish historical archaeology as a key part of the curricu-
lum at the Department of Archaeology at the University of Helsinki.9 Furthermore, Georg has played 
a vital role in numerous university projects, contributing to our understanding of the medieval his-
tory of Uusimaa, its settlement patterns,10 and the history of Raseborg Castle and its surroundings.11 
These projects have involved fieldwork at multiple sites, yielding valuable new information while also 
providing students with hands-on experience and opportu-
nities to deepen their knowledge.

During the first quarter of the 21st century, Georg’s sup-
port and guidance have been invaluable to numerous stu-
dents, particularly in Helsinki and Turku, but also at oth-
er universities across Northern Europe. In Helsinki, Georg, 
together with Ulli Rosendahl, was the driving force behind 
what was known among friends as sparraus – a seminar 
where students working on medieval and post-medieval top-

FIGURE 3. Georg in his element: identifying glass finds at the Castle of 
Viborg in 2018. Photo: Tuuli Heinonen.
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ics could receive support not only from senior scholars but also from their peers. This perfectly illus-
trates Georg’s approach to mentoring: he has always encouraged students to express their own views 
and build their own networks – something the sparraus seminar greatly facilitated. As a result, there 
was a noticeable increase in the number of Master’s theses on historical archaeology in Helsinki, fol-
lowed by a rise in doctoral dissertations.12

In addition to his expertise in various fields of historical archaeology, Georg has the ability to 
approach subjects from a broader perspective, seamlessly combining historical and archaeological 
records. In the most recent comprehensive work on Finland’s prehistory and medieval history, pub-
lished in 2015, Georg authored the section on medieval history.13 For the first time, the Finnish 
Middle Ages was in this publication approached and presented mainly from an archaeological per-
spective rather than a purely historical one. Georg has also written numerous articles and book 
chapters on the use of historical sources – particularly bailiffs’ records – alongside archaeological 
evidence to enhance our understanding of the past.14 Additionally, he has provided valuable insights 
into the theory behind integrating different disciplines.15

For over twenty years, from 2001 to 2022, Georg served as the editor-in-chief of SKAS, the jour-
nal of the Society for Medieval Archaeology in Finland, where he authored an impressive number of 
editorials on contemporary issues in Finnish historical archaeology.16 During his tenure, SKAS went 
from publishing topical articles to becoming a peer-reviewed journal, highlighting Georg’s ability to 
stay attuned in the academic world. 

Since 2007, Georg has served as an adjunct professor (Fi. dosentti) of historical archaeology at the 
University of Helsinki. In 2022, he became the acting professor of archaeology at the University of 
Turku and gained the permanent position in 2024. In 2023, he also earned the title of docent in the 
field of Finnish and Scandinavian history at Turku. He thus continues to shape the field of historical 
archaeology in Finland, now based at our medieval centre. In a short time, Georg has already estab-
lished himself at the University of Turku as a professor, teacher, researcher and academic colleague, 
forming many new friendships. The entire university, but especially the Department of Archaeology, 

FIGURE 4. Georg has always welcomed students to at-
tend his projects, encouraging them to specialize in 
historical archaeology. Georg and Tuuli Heinonen doc-
umenting a cairn at the vicinity of Raseborg Castle in 
2008. Photo: Tarja Knuutinen.

FIGURE 5. Despite his busy schedule as a professor, 
Georg still finds time to enjoy a cup of coffee, and oc-
casionally even solve a non-academic puzzle with col-
leagues and students. From left, Georg, Sofia Jäätteen-
mäki, Sanni Salomaa, Saara-Veera Härmä. University of 
Turku 2024. Photo: Janne Harjula.
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is very fortunate to have Georg as part of its academic community. That said, he maintains strong 
ties to Helsinki, as well as to other universities both within and beyond Finland, and is always eager 
to share his expertise beyond his home institution.

While Georg’s academic career is impressive in many ways, what truly sets him apart for most 
of his colleagues and makes him stand out among other academics, is his supportive and generous 
nature. Georg’s central role not only in Finnish medieval archaeology but in Finnish medieval stud-
ies generally was recognized in 2019, when he received the Valoisa keskiaika (‘Bright Middle Ages’) 
prize, awarded by the Society for Medieval Studies in Finland, Glossa. The reasons for awarding 
Georg included, in addition to his academic merits, his selfless work in promoting medieval archae-
ology. This is evident in how he highlights important research questions and themes rather than 
focusing on his own role.17 Luckily, with this book, we can for once shine a light on the man behind 
the research.

Due to Georg’s influential role in Finnish archaeology and his wide network of friends, it was no 
surprise that the call for papers for his Festschrift generated significant interest and many submis-
sions. These papers have been organized into six sections, reflecting the broad scope of Georg’s ca-
reer. The first section, Rural and Urban Spaces, highlights Georg’s extensive work on diverse environ-
ments, including villages, monasteries, churches, and marketplaces.18 The second section focuses on 
Castles and Manors, also areas well known to Georg through his research, particularly on Raseborg, 
as well as other castles in Finland and manors such as Jutikkala and Louhisaari.19 As already men-
tioned, metallurgy and other production sites have been a special focus of Georg’s research since the 
beginning of his academic career. This is reflected in the next section, Production and Handiwork. 
Georg’s diverse range of interests is also highlighted in the following section Biographies and Objects. 

Glass and Vessels have been given their own section, reflecting Georg’s primary research inter-
est and the wide impact he has had in Scandinavia and beyond. Most of his foreign colleagues and 
friends knows him especially as the man who knows everything about glass. The final section in-
cludes articles on the (Early) Modern period, as Georg has never overlooked this part of historical 
archaeology and has extensively explored subjects from a broader time perspective.20

We hope Georg will enjoy reading these articles, written with him in mind. This is just a small 
selection of texts inspired by him, and hopefully, there are many more to come in the future. Anyone 
lucky enough to catch Georg for a beer (or a whiskey) knows how inspiring the discussions can be – 
and how they might almost accidentally lead to new projects or publications.

But first, let us properly celebrate Georg’s 60th birthday by raising a glass in his honour.

Kippis, skål, and cheers!
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VIITTEET

1	 Here, we refer to historical archaeology in the 
typical Finnish sense, including both the medieval 
and post-medieval periods.

2	 As told by Georg in an interview published on 
the Glossae blog in 2019: https://www.glossa.fi/
wp/?p=1068. 

3	 Matiskainen et al. 1991.
4	 For example: Haggrén 1994; 1999; 2002; 2005a; 

2011a; 2011b; 2014a; 2016a; 2017a; 2017b; 2017c; 
2018a; 2018b; 2020; Haggrén & Sedlackova 2007; 
Haggrén & Terävä 2012; Haggrén et al. 2020.

5	 Haggrén 2001.
6	 Haggrén 2008a; 2010a; 2010b; 2018c; Haggrén et 

al. 2009a; 2011a.
7	 Haggrén 2007a; 2008b; 2023a; Terävä et al. 2023.
8	 See Niukkanen 1997 and Haggrén et al. 1998.
9	 See Rosendahl 2006; Ahl-Waris in this publication.
10	 Vårt maritima arv – merellinen perintömme 

(VMA) 2002–2003; Länsi-Uudenmaan rannikko 
rautakaudella ja keskiajalla. Asutushistoria 
arkeologian, historian, biologian ja geologian 
näkökulmasta 2003–2006; Settlements and 
Economy around the Sea; Maritime Settlement, 
Subsistence and Economic History around the 
Baltic Sea 500 BC – 1700 AD (SEAS), 2009-2013. 
See Alenius et al. 2006; 2014; Haggrén 2005b; 
Haggrén & Lavento 2011; Haggrén et al. 2011b; 
Haggrén & Tuovinen 2012; Jansson et al. 2010; 
Miettinen et al. 2007.

11	 Alla tiders Raseborg – kaikkien aikojen Raseborg 
2008–2010. Haggrén et al. 2008; 2009b.

12	 Alanko 2017; Ehrnsten 2019; Kivikero 2020; 
Heinonen 2021. There are also several doctoral 
theses currently in preparation. 

13	 Haggrén 2015a.
14	 Eg. Haggrén 2007b; 2009a; 2014b; 2018d.
15	 Haggrén 2011d; 2015b; 2019.
16	 For SKAS, Georg has contributed roughly 60 

editorials, some 40 scientific articles or short 
papers and over 50 book reviews since 1995!

17	 Glossa ry. https://www.glossa.fi/wp/?page_id=45.
18	 Eg. Alenius et al. 2017; Haggrén 2005c; 2007c; 

2008c; 2009b; 2011e; 2012; 2016b; 2017d; 2017e; 
Haggrén & Rosendahl 2016; Haggrén & Ulväng 
2019; Ylimaunu & al. 2017.

19	 Haggrén 2005d; 2006; 2008d; 2014c; Haggrén & 
Jansson 2012; Haggrén & Marjomaa 2023; Lavento 
& Haggrén 2022.

20	 Eg. Haggrén 2005e; 2008e; 2009c; 2009d; 2010c; 
2023b; 2024; Haggrén & Koskinen 2020.
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Jason Lavery

G E O RG  H AG G RÉ N 
KO LLE G A N A  J A  YSTÄVÄ N Ä 

Kirjoittaessani tätä puheenvuoroa valmistaudun matkaan Osloon, missä toimin väitöstilaisuuden 
vastaväittäjänä. Kävin Oslossa viimeksi syksyllä 1988. Pari kuukautta ennen matkaa Osloon olin 
saapunut Helsinkiin opiskelemaan historiaa Helsingin yliopistossa. Siellä tutustuin opiskelijoihin, 
jotka olivat ilmoittautuneet Historian laitoksen järjestämälle matkalle Osloon. He pyysivät minua 
mukaan ja suostuin.

Päätökseni osallistua matkaan vaikutti elämääni ja tulevaan työuraani enemmän kuin saatoin ar-
vata. Monien matkatovereiden kanssa olen edelleen ystävä. Jotkut ovat kollegoita. Georg Haggrén on 
molempia. Muistan ensimmäisen keskustelumme ruotsinlaivan seisovan pöydän äärellä. Hän uteli, 
miten pääsin Suomeen opiskelemaan ja kertoi minulle aikeistaan opiskella ulkomailla. Opiskelu ul-
komailla oli vielä harvojen kokemus. Pari vuotta myöhemmin Georg saapui Uppsalan yliopistoon 
opiskelemaan. Tämä oli kokemus, joka vaikutti paljon Georgin kehitykseen menneisyyden tutki-
jana. Oslon matkan aikana kävimme useita keskusteluja Suomen historian eri vaiheista. Muistan 
vähän vinoilleeni Georgille keskiajan ja varhai-
sen uudemman ajan tutkimisesta, se oli minulle 
”esihistoriaa.” Myöhemmin matkakumppanini 
vaikuttaisi päätökseeni erikoistua 1500-luvun 
historiaan.

Pari kuukautta Oslon matkan jälkeen Georg 
antoi minulle ensimmäisen tieteellisen artikke-
linsa: Åvik Suomen lasiteollisuuden uranuurta-
jana – Tehtaan vaiheet perustamisesta vuoteen 
1762. Artikkeli näytti Georgin suuntia Suomen 
menneisyyden tutkijana. Ensinnäkin artikkeli 
käsitteli lasia. Hänen tutkimustyönsä lasin tuo-

KUVA 1. Matkalaisia Norsk folkemuseumilla Oslo-matkal-
lamme syksyllä 1988. Kuvassa on vasemmalta oikealle Rai-
ner Knapas (matkamme johtaja), Mikko Saikku ja Georg. 
Kuva: Jason Lavery.
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tannosta ja jakelusta tuli ulot-
tumaan Suomesta Ruotsiin, 
Tanskaan ja Böömiin saak-
ka. Toiseksi artikkeli osoitti 
Georgin kykyä tutkia sekä kir-
jallisia lähteitä että aineellista 
kulttuuria ja sovittaa niitä yhte-

näiseksi kertomukseksi. Kolmanneksi artikkeli paljasti hänen mielenkiintonsa yhteisöihin taloudel-
lisina yksikköinä. Georgin tutkijanuran alussa elettiin yhdentyvän Euroopan alkua. Hänen tutki-
mansa Åvik, kuten muut tulevat hänen tutkimansa yhteisöt, kuuluivat Eurooppaan, missä työvoima, 
pääoma ja tavarat liikkuivat melko vapaasti yli rajojen jo vuosisatoja sitten.

Vaikka yrittäisimme vakuuttaa itsellemme ja toisille, että valitsemme tutkimuksen aiheet yksin-
omaan tieteellisin perustein, valintamme ovat jossain määrin elämänkerrallisia. Omiin valintoihini 
ovat vaikuttaneet nuoruuden oleskelut vieraissa maissa ja rakkauteni vieraiden kielten oppimiseen. 
Georgin ei tarvinnut matkustaa kauas saadakseen alkuinspiraatiota tutkimukseensa: Someron Åvik 
oli Georgin lapsuuden koti.

Georgin kiinnostus yhteisöistä taloudellisina yksikköinä näkyy selvästi hänen väitöskirjassaan 
Hammarsmeder, masungsfolk och kolare. Tidigindustriella yrkesarbetare vid provinsbruk i 1600-ta-
lets Sverige. Väitöskirja käsittelee rautaruukkien työntekijöiden toimintaa asemansa ja ammattitai-
tonsa säilyttämiseksi Suomessa, Tjustissa ja läntisessä Norrlandissa. Vaikka en löydä kirjasta sanaa 
toimijuus (sv. agentskap), työntekijöiden toimijuuden käsittely edelsi toimijuuden nousua teemana 
suomalaisessa historiankirjoituksessa seuraavalla vuosisadalla. Väitöskirja perustuu kahteen viite-
kehykseen, jotka näkyvät Georgin myöhemmässä tutkimuksessa: Suomeen osana Ruotsin valtakun-
taa ja Ruotsin valtakuntaan osana Eurooppaa. Luin useita Georgin väitöskirjan luonnoksia ja kir-
joitin teoksen englanninkielisen yhteenvedon. Georgin väitöskirjan jälkeen olemme säännöllisesti 
lukeneet, kommentoineet ja korjanneet toistemme apurahahakemusluonnoksia, artikkeliluonnok-
sia ja/tai kirjaluonnoksia.

Myöhemmissä tutkimushankkeissaan Georg on tutkinut erilaisia yhteisöjä. Hänellä oli johtava 
asema mm. Perniön, Sääksmäen Jutikkalan ja Louhisaaren kartanoiden tutkimisessa. Hän oli mu-
kana hankkeissa, jotka paljastivat kadonneet kylät Espoon Mankbyn ja Inkoon Orsin. Hän johti 
hanketta, joka tuotti uutta tietoa hyvin tunnetusta ja tutkitusta Raaseporin linnasta. Hän on tutki-
nut Naantalin ja Julitan luostarien aineellista kulttuuria. Georgin työ korostaa Suomen agraarisuut-
ta, mutta hänen tutkimustyönsä on ulottunut Turkuun, Espooseen ja Helsinkiin. Näissä hankkeissa 
hän on toteuttanut koulutustaan historioitsijana ja arkeologina.

Oleskellessani Suomessa olen usein käynyt Georgin johtamilla kaivauksilla. Eräänä kesäpäivänä 
tämän vuosisadan alussa Georg soitti minulle ja kysyi, halusinko tavata Eino Jutikkalan heti tänään. 
Kaivaustyö Jutikkalan kartanossa oli päättymässä viikonlopun ajaksi, ja akateemikko oli paikalla. 

KUVA 2. Georg (vasemmalla) kaivauk-
silla opiskeluaikoina vuonna 1989. 
Kuva: Jason Lavery.
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Hyppäsin bussiin Sääksmäelle. Kartanolla akateemikko antoi minulle esittelykierroksen kartanosta. 
Itse asiassa jouduin tekemään juoksukierroksen miehen kanssa, joka oli yli kaksi kertaa minua van-
hempi. Kuntokierroksen jälkeen akateemikon sisarentytär professori Maija Lehtonen kattoi meille 
kahvit. Oli suuri kunnia olla kahden tieteen titaanin vieraana.

Tapahtuma on esimerkki Georgin avusta minulle vuosien varrella Suomessa. Ulkomaalaisena 
Suomen tiedemaailmassa tiedän hyvin, että usein minulle avataan ovia vain, jos suomalainen avaa 
ne. Georg on edistänyt verkostoitumistani Suomen tiedemaailmaan yli neljän vuosikymmenen 
ajan. Hän ja hänen puolisonsa ovat myös avanneet minulle kotinsa ovet, kun olen tullut kesäisin 
Suomeen. Olen saanut käyttää Georgin laajaa henkilökohtaista kirjastoa. Usein lyhyillä tutkimus-
matkoilla Suomessa vietän virka-ajan kirjastossa tai arkistossa ja illat lukemassa kirjoja Georgin kir-
jastosta. Toki monet illat ovat kuluneet pitkissä keskusteluissa tutkimuksesta, urheilusta, maailman 
menoista tai lapsistamme.

Georg Haggrén on saavuttanut asemansa Suomen tiedemaailmassa uimalla vastavirtaan. Vaikka 
tiedemaailmassa korostetaan poikkitieteellisyyttä, monitieteellisyyttä ja tieteidenvälisyyttä, itse 
asiassa tutkijoita vielä pakotetaan lokeroitumaan yhteen tieteenalaan. Georg ei ole suostunut loke-
roitumaan historiaan eikä arkeologiaan. Epäilen, että lokeroitumalla hän olisi päässyt professoriksi 
vuosia aiemmin. Jos on yksi talousjärjestelmä, jota Georg ei tunne, se on huomiotalous. En lue hänen 
saavutuksistaan sosiaalisessa mediassa, paitsi jos joku toinen julkaisee niistä päivityksen. Hän antaa 
työnsä puhua puolestaan – valitettavasti se yleensä ei enää riitä korkean tutkijaprofiilin ylläpitoon. 
Pitkällä uralla tutkija kerää usein yhtä paljon vihollisia kuin yhteistyökumppaneita. Georg on erit-
täin yhteistyökykyinen arvoistaan tinkimättä.

Maailma on muuttunut erittäin paljon sitten syksyn 1988. Yksi harva jatkuvuus omalla kohdal-
lani on ollut etuoikeuteni olla Georg Haggrénin kollega ja ystävä.

Jason Lavery on regents professor Oklahoman valtionyliopiston historian laitoksella ja Helsingin yliopiston Suomen ja 
Skandinavian kirkkohistorian dosentti.
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◀  Finally a full professor! Georg in Turku in spring 2024. 
Photo: Anne-Mari Liira.

▲ Georg on an excursion in Valkeakoski Sääksmäki with 
Tarja Knuutinen (middle) and Tuuli Heinonen (right). 
Photo: Maija Holappa 2008.

▲ Georg on a field trip at the Nordic TAG Conference 
Photo: Anne-Mari Liira 2024.

◀  A rare occasion: archaeology professors from Helsinki, 
Turku and Oulu in one picture. Mika Lavento, Vesa-Pekka 
Herva and Georg celebrating Mika’s 60th birthday. Pho-
to Tuuli Heinonen 2022.

▶ Georg at the Väinämöinen monument in Monrepos 
Park, Vyborg. Photo: Tuuli Heinonen 2018.
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