
116 117

47. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17389

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M173 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. (122) mm, 42 mm. Upper end is cut? 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Sheep leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 3-5 mm.

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

48. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE2116
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M211 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 185 mm, w. 38 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 9-11mm. On the top end on the other edge, 
frequent stitch holes, secondary?

Handle section is broad compared to the blade

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the top end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

49. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504229

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. 180 mm, w. 30 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 6-7 mm 

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the top end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

50. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504383
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. 165 mm, w. 27 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 
1; stitch length 4-5 mm. Thread preserved in the stitch 
holes.

Two slots for suspension on the upper end on top of each 
other

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century
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51. Cat. no: TMM 14681:1942

Find place: sewer construction, Itäinen rantakatu, 1952-
1953
Context: ditch no. 62 (lower end of the Nunnakatu), 
‘from the clay layer’

Knife sheath, a cut lower end. L. (195) mm, w. 50 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam, centre-back with edge/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5 mm

Six holes through both layers of the leather on the tip, for 
the attachment of a chape?

Dating: the Middle Ages (dating of the context, Pihlman 
1995:338)

Published account: Valonen (1958: table 14)

52. Cat. no: TMM 18798:117
Find place: sewer construction, the Old Great Market – 
Uudenmaankatu, 1982 (the register of town archaeology 
no:247; the find catalogue is missing)
Context:-
Present location: The Middle-Age exhibition at the Turku 
Castle

Knife sheath, a cut upper end. L. (225) mm, w. 45 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm.

A row of flesh/grain stitches on the front mouth-end

Two diagonal slashes on the front upper end

Lining of leather inside the sheath; closed seam, centre-
back with flesh/grain stitches; stitched using the same 
stitch holes as the sheath; calf leather, grain side faces 
outwards. Thickness of leather 1 mm.

Dating: the Middle Ages

53. Cat. no: KM 96001:4543

Find place: excavations of the outer bailey of the Turku 
Castle
Context: Square E16, layer IX

Knife sheath, a cut lower end. L. (225) mm, w. 55 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam, running diagonally from the left side to the 
right side of back towards the tip; edge/grain stitches. 
Stitch type 1; stitch length 8-9 mm. Seam faces inwards.

Sheath has a widening on the middle part 

Three parallel holes through the leather on the tip, for the 
attachment of a chape?

Dating: phase 2s, 15th century – middle of the 16th 
century (Pihlman 1995:156-158, 166-168, Appendix 7.2).
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54. Cat. no: TMM 16176:21

Find place: Grounding work for a building, 
Uudenmaankatu 4 – Hämeenkatu 16
Context: ’All finds are from 3.5 – 4 m from the street 
level
Present location: Turku Provincial Museum, missing; 
conservation drawing remains

Knife sheath or sword scabbard?

Centre-back seam

Dating: the Middle Ages; found with many front-laced 
shoes

55. Cat. no: TMM 20671:1030

Find place: Uudenmaankatu 6 excavation 1988 (Kykyri 
& Ojala 1988; the register of town archaeology 455)
Context: layer 12

Knife sheath   L. 120 mm, w. 44 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1

Two suspension slots on the front and on the back

Decorative? stitching along the middle of the front of the 
sheath

Dating: 1384/1429 – 1440/1445; find layer is dated 
dendrochronologically between these years (Pihlman 
1995:80, Appendix 3)

Published account: Mikkonen-Hirvonen (1991:71)

56. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1015

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M101 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath, an upper part. Lower end torn. L. (140) 
mm, w. 42 mm. Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 9-12 mm. Thread left in the 
stitch holes.

A paired suspension slot on the back and on the side 

Dating: latter half of the 16th century

57. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE15912

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M513B (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, an upper end.   L. (110) mm, w. 33 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Upper end torn. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 6 mm

A paired suspension slot on both sides of the seam

Dating: latter half of the 14th century
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58. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20054

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M200 (context not known)

Knife sheath   L. (160) mm, w. (45) mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right-side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 9-10 mm. Stitching on the 
other edge is secondary with stitch type 3

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Division between handle and blade by a horizontal, 
paired line

Front: two vertical zones; on the right, an impressed, 
curved line extending from the handle section to the 
blade section; left: foliate extending from the handle to 
the blade

Back: on the broader side of the seam, an impressed 
wave-line extending from the handle to the tip

Originally a sheath with a high-standard seaming and 
decoration has been repaired by secondary stitching

Dating:   -

59. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20749
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M207 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (85) mm, w. 33 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. The type of leather can not be 
identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 6-8 mm

A paired slot for suspension on both sides on the top end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

60. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE503127

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M503M (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a tip-end. L. (100) mm, w. (33) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, left side of back with edge/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front blade: a vertical field on the left side, foliate 
decoration

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

61. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50445
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)
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Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (90) mm, w. 28 mm. 
Handle l.70 mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, left side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 6 mm 

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front handle: two vertical fields; left: lattice; right: linear

Side handle: linear on one side of the seam, continue to 
the back

Front blade: only a part survives, lattice 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

62. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509304

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a tip-end. L. (92) mm, w. (30) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm. Thread preserved in the 
stitch holes.

Decoration:

Techniques: impression; pricked decoration

Front: faintly discerning impressed / pricked lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century 

63. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50958

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut upper end. L. (105) mm, w. (47) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 7-9 mm  

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the top end

Decoration:

Techniques: impression; engraving

Front: engraved dots between impressed, transverse fields

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

64. Cat. no: TMM 14681:1819

Find place: sewer construction, Itäinen rantakatu, 1952-
53
Context: ditch no. 58 (lower end of the Nunnakatu)

Knife sheath   L. 162 mm, w. 25 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 3-7 mm
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Dating: the Middle Ages

65. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE049151

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M49L (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. (150) mm, w. 32 mm. Lower end torn. 
Length near the original. Thickness of leather 1 mm. The 
type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 10-14 mm.

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

66. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE08516

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M85D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 177 mm, w. 37 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 9-11 mm 

A broadening on the handle with two larger stitch holes 
or suspension slots  

Dating:  the Middle Ages

67. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE110120

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M110B (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 140 mm, w. 20 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch types 
2 and 3; couple of stitch holes on the lower end of seam 
type 2, otherwise type 3; stitch length 7-12 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

68. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE13031

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M130E (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 165 mm, w. 28 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2 
on the upper end; stitch type 3 on the lower end, stitch 
length 9-18 mm

On the upper end, a few larger stitch holes or slots, 
maybe for suspension 

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Spine: on the blade section, two longitudinal incisions 
and diagonal lines between these, a kind of simple lattice

Dating: latter half of the 14th century

69. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE13924
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M139 (Kosmorama B)
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Knife sheath   L. (140) mm, w. 28 mm. Upper end torn. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 5-9 mm.

Dating: first half of the 16th century

70. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1728

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M172 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 152 mm, w. 35 mm. Thickness of 
leather 3 mm. Cattle leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 
2; stitch length 4-10 mm. Thread preserved in the stitch 
holes.

A broadening on the handle with two suspension slots on 
top of each other

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front handle: a maker’s mark

Front blade: lattice

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

71. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20261

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M202 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 130 mm, w. 35 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. Lower end torn, length is original. The 
type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 3-8 mm   

A home-made sheath. Possibly the sheath has never been 
finished with stitching because the thread impressions are 
not visible.

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

72. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204192

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, torn in two parts belonging together. L. 
215 mm, w. 40 mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 8-10 mm

Stitches continue on the other side of the sheath to the 
mouth-end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

73. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50496
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (120) mm, w. 32 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Upper end may be cut. Calf leather.
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Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 8-10 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

74. Cat. no: KM 95032:10193

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: R49, under R25, KU27

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (120) mm, w. (90) mm 
(opened). Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam; large holes, probably seamed with a 
thong

Dating: first half of the 14th century

Published account: Jokela (2002:137)

75. Cat. no: KM 95032:10449
Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: KU13
Present location: Aboa Vetus Museum

Knife sheath   L. 107 mm, w. 67 mm (opened). 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type2; 
stitch length 2-5 mm

A needle case?

Dating: the Middle Ages 

Published account: Jokela (2002:139)

76. Cat. no: KM 95032:10447

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: KU13
Present location: Aboa Vetus Museum

Knife sheath  L. 112 mm, w. 35 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.
 
Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type2; 
stitch length 2-3 mm

A needle case?

Dating: the Middle Ages 

Published account: Jokela (2002:139)

77. Cat. no: KM 95032:9468
Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: under R19
Present location: Aboa Vetus Museum

Knife sheath    L. 145 mm, w. 70 mm (opened). 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Goat leather.
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Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2 
& 3; stitch length 7-10 mm

Dating: the Middle Ages

Published account: Jokela (2002:136)

78. Cat. no: KM 95032:10221

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: R49, under R25, KU29

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (95) mm, w. 86 mm 
(opened). Thickness of leather 1 mm. The type of leather 
can not be identified.

Side seam; indefinite stitch holes here and there

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the edge

Dating: first half of the 14th century

Published account: Jokela (2002:137)

79. Cat no: TMM 21816:NE08234
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M82G (Kemicum)

Dagger sheath? or scabbard for a one-edged sword?  
L. 335 mm, w. 50 mm. Upper end may be cut, also the 
lower back side is missing. Thickness of leather 1 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6-7 mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam. Also 

other faintly discerning impressed lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

80. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE0663

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M66 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. (150) mm, w. 28 mm; handle l.105 
mm. Lower end and other side of the upper end torn. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4-6 mm.

On the upper end next to the seam, two suspension slots 
on top of each other; other side torn

Decoration:

Division between handle and blade by two transverse, 
incised lines
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Technique: incision 

Front handle: two vertical fields; on the right, foliate 
decoration; on the left, wave lines running along the 
foliate

Front blade: fields as on the handle; foliate of the handle 
continues, left field is empty

Back: on both sides of the seam, combinations of 
transverse and diagonal lines whole length of the back

Dating: first half of the 16th century

81. KM 96001:4567

Find place: excavations of the outer bailey of the Turku 
Castle, 1984
Context: Square H16, layer IX

Knife sheath   L. 330 mm (with the attachment loops), 
225 mm without them), w. 37 mm. Thickness of leather 2 
mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam; stitch type 2, stitch length 7-9 mm. 
Stitch holes rather large, stitched with a leather thong or 
textile braid?

A diagonal repair? seam on  one side; a whip stitched 
butted seam

A dense, diagonal line of paired slots on one side; similar 
but vertical on the other side; slots also on the mouth-end

Two 100 mm long straps with suspension slots on the 
upper end

Dating: phase 1; the 14th century – the first half of the 
15th century (Pihlman 1995:156-158, 166-168, Appendix 
7.2).

82. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17218

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M172 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 305 mm, w. 52 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7-8 mm; flesh/grain stitch holes 
around the mouth-end

A paired suspension slot on the back, on the top end

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Back handle: diagonal lines on one side of the seam

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

83. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50327

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M503F (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. 212 mm, w. 32 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-6 mm 

A paired suspension slot on both sides of the seam 

Dating: latter half of the of the 14th century - 15th century

84. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE0655
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M65E (Kemicum)
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Knife sheath, a tip-end. L. (83) mm, w. (28) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3; stitch length 9 mm; a very decorative seam and 
stitching. 

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: a vertical field of incised lattice

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

85. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE06513

Find Place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M65D / RA60F (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, three fragments belonging together. L. 
(150) mm, w. (40) mm, width near original. Thickness of 
leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed back seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3-4 mm

Decoration:

Techniques: incision; slashing

Front: incised foliate decoration; some of the incisions 
deliberately slashed through the leather?

Back: decoration preserved between the seam and the 
edge; groups of chevrons and diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

86. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE06532

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M65E (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, lower end torn or cut. L. (165) mm, w. (55) 
mm (opened). Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

Two paired slots for suspension on top of each other on 
both sides on the top end

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front: foliate decoration

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

87. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE0787

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
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Context: M78C (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   Torn or cut from both ends. L. (180) mm, 
w. (50) mm. Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, left side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 9-11 mm

A paired suspension slot on the upper side of the back

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

88. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE0853

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M85E (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment. L. (140) mm, w. (35) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; 
stitch length 10 mm.

Dating:  the Middle Ages

89. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1013

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M101 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 128 mm, w. 23 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3-5 mm.

A paired suspension slot on both sides on the top end

Two vertical slashes on top of each other on the blade 
section 

Dating: latter half of the 16th century

90. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE11027

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M110B (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, lower end torn. L. (130) mm, w. 22 mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 8-10 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: two longitudinal fields, divided by an incised line; 
left: diagonal lines; right: chevrons composed of paired 
incision 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

91. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE11087

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998



128 129

Context: M110B (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (110) mm, w. 45 mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 4-5 mm

Two suspension slots on top of each other, on the side, on 
the top end

Decoration: 

Techniques: incision; engraving

Front: oval motifs formed of incised, curved, paired 
lines, filled with engraved dots

Back: same as on the front

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century 

92. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE11247

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M112D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 148 mm, w. 36 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 7-8 mm. Thread preserved in stitch holes  

A paired suspension slot on both sides

Dating: first half of the 15th century

93. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1243
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M124 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 250 mm, w. (28) mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 9 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

94. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE13611

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M136B (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 125 mm, w. 30 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3-5 mm

A short broadening with two suspension slots on the 
upper end of the sheath

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front handle: longitudinal lines

Back handle: longitudinal lines

Spine: geometrical combinations of horizontal and 
diagonal lines 

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

95. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE15971
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M159B (Kosmorama B)
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Knife sheath, two torn fragments belonging together. L. 
(140) mm, w. (30) mm. Handle length 85 mm. Thickness 
of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 7 mm

Decoration:

Division between the handle and the blade section by 
transverse lines

Technique: incision 

Front handle: vertical lines

Back handle: vertical lines

Spine: diagonal lines on the blade section

Dating: first half of the 15th century 

96. Cat, no: TMM 21816:NE16440

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M164 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 166 mm, w. 25 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather type can not be 
identified.

Butted seam on the back; seam is on the left side on 
the top end, on the lower end, it moves into the middle. 
Flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch length 6 mm. A 
repairing stitch of type 3 on the lower end of the sheath

A paired suspension slot on the back on both sides of the 
seam on the top end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

97. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17268

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M172 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath (140) mm, w. 35 mm. Piece missing from 
the tip. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. A broadening on the 
handle on the blade side. Handle l. 75 mm, blade l. 65 
mm. The type of leather type can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 6-9 mm.

A paired slot for suspension on both sides of the sheath 
on the top end; on one side, also one secondary, paired 
slot

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

98. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17320

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M173 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 141 mm, w. 32 mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 
1; stitch length 5 mm. Handle originally seamed with a 
thong or braid (leather or textile), now torn.



130 131

Decoration:

Technique: punching; braiding

Handle: two vertical lines of punched paired lunate slits, 
the thong or braid probably also decorative

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

99. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17318

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M173 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath   L. 120 mm, w. 19 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather type can not be 
identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 2; 
stitch length 3 mm.

A suspension slot on the top end 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

100. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE2011

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. (190) mm, w. (43) mm. Thickness of 
leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

Secondary stitch holes on the edge; probably for the 
stitching the torn edge

A paired slot for suspension on the back, on the top end  

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front blade: two vertical lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

101. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20147

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. (160) mm, w. (65) mm (opened). 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches, stitch type 1; 
stitch length 8 mm

Decoration: 

Techniques: engraving; some of the cuts through leather 
may be unintentional

Spine: vertical rows of diagonal wave-lines and dots

Sides: vertical rows of diagonal lines and wave-lines; an 
outlining of triangular dots on the blade section

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

102. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20236
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M202 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (114) mm, w. 30 mm; 
length of the handle 85 mm. Thickness of leather (0.5) 
mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Two suspension slots on top of each other on both sides 
of the seam on the back face
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Back: diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

104. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE500110

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M500 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (152) mm, w. (38) mm. Upper end torn. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam, left side of back with edge/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 5 mm. Thread preserved in the 
stitch holes.

Decoration:

Techniques: incision; punching

Front: diagonal lines; a line of punched rings between 
one of these

Spine: chevrons, completing the diagonal lines

Back: diagonal lines on the broader side of the seam

Dating: latter half of the of the 14th century – end of the 
15th century

105. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE503170
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M503M (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut or torn upper end. L. (100) mm, w. 
(40) mm. Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf 
leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 3-4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: faintly discerning lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

Decoration:

Techniques: impression, engraving

Front handle: a vertical field outlined with impressed 
lines; inside this, an impressed lattice, filled with 
engraved ring-and-dots

Front blade: only a part survives, diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

103. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204276

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath   L. 150 mm, w. 19 mm. Thickness of 
leather (0.5) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 6 mm 

Decoration:

Techniques: incision; slashing

Front: incised / slashed chevrons composed of double 
lines and forming a zigzag pattern; some of the cuts 
through leather unintentional?
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106. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50443

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504C (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (142) mm, w. (39) mm Upper end torn. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

A butted seam facing inwards, centre-back with edge/
flesh stitches; stitch type 1; stitch length 6 mm; stitch 
holes also on the other edge, edge/flesh stitches, stitch 
type 3

Remnants of a tip-reinforcer of a copper alloy on the tip-
part of the sheath

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

107. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504118
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut or torn upper end. L. (92) mm, w. 26 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm

Two suspension slots on top of each other, on both sides 
of the seam on the back

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

108. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504423

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (115) mm, w. (22) mm. Upper end torn. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Sheep leather.

Closed seam, centre back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

109. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504456
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. 159 mm, w. 24 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
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Knife sheath   L. (155) mm, w. 45 mm. Torn from both 
ends. Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf 
leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5-6 mm

A paired slot for suspension on both sides on the upper 
end  

Decoration:

Techniques: impression; engraving

Front handle: impressed / engraved foliate

Front blade: diagonal lines next to the seam

Spine: foliate on the blade section

Back handle: the foliate of the front handle continues to 
the back

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

112. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50957

stitch length 6-9 mm

Decoration:

Techniques: impression; incision

Spine: impressed and incised chevrons on the blade 
section

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

110. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50575

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M505 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (165) mm, w. 50 mm. Lower end torn. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5-7 mm

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the upper 
end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

111. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50947
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)
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Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, upper end is cut. L. (152) mm, w. (35) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam, centre-back with edge/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-6 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: foliate decoration on the whole front face

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

113. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50975

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment. L. (158) mm, w. (30) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length?  

Decoration:

Technique: incision / slashing

Front: chevrons forming a kind of herringbone pattern 
but without a middle-line

Spine: diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

114. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509303
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, two cut fragments. L. (170) mm, w. (27) 
mm and l. (115) mm, w. (46) mm. Thickness of leather 
1mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 4-5 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: impressed, diagonal lines, only a part preserved 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

115. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509350

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. 150 mm, w. 26 mm. Handle l.75 mm, 
blade l. 75 mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Goat or 
sheep leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5 mm

Decoration:

Technique: punching

Handle: two vertical rows of paired lunate slits, compare 
to 32 and 98

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

116. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509366
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (120) mm, w. 30 mm. Thickness of 
leather 1 mm. The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type can 
not be defined, other edge is missing.
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Knife sheath, two fragments belonging together. L. 
150 mm, w. (22) mm. Thickness of leather (1) mm 
(laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 6-7 mm  

A paired suspension slot on the top end?

Decoration:

Technique: incision / slashing

Front: diagonal lines, unintentionally through the leather?

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – 15th century

119. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE2005

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M200 (context unknown)

Knife sheath   L. (150) mm, (45) mm. Thickness of 
leather 3 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7 mm

A paired suspension slot on the top end; similar maybe 
originally on the other side of the seam.

Decoration:

Techniques: engraving, stamping

Front handle: on the upper end, vertical lines; below, 
herringbone pattern extending to the tip

Front blade: herringbone

Back: a vertical row of flower stamps on both sides of the 
seam; compare to 169

Dating:  -

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the upper 
end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

117. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51132

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M511C (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath   L. (144) mm (without suspension loops), 
w. 40 mm. Lower end torn. Thickness of leather 2 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5-8 mm

Two suspension loops cut on the upper end

Decoration: 

Technique: incision

Front handle: vertical lines

Back handle: vertical lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century

118. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51520
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M515B (Kosmorama A)
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120. Cat. no: TMM 21816:L1816

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M49L

Knife sheath with a knife inside. L. 125 mm, w. 22 mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3

Of the knife, only the tip of the tang is visible

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

121. Cat. no: TMM 20764:491

Find place: Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 10, square B1

Knife sheath, cut or torn lower end. L. (91) mm, w. (28) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side-seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 4-5mm. 

Dating: the Middle Ages; layer group 7, phase 4/5, 
mixed layers (Pihlman 1995:64, 309)

122. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1270
Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 193

Knife sheath   Lower end cut. L. (135) mm, w. (22) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3-4 mm.

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the upper 
end

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Spine: foliate with three-petalled flowers

Dating: second quarter of the 14th century; layer group 
3b, phase 3 (Pihlman 1995:63, 310)

123. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1537

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Knife sheath   L. (172) mm, w. (28) mm. Thickness of 
leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4-5 mm

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the upper 
end

Decoration:

Technique: impression, stamping

Front: linear, stamped rings

Back: on the left side of the seam, a wave-line; on the 
right, diagonal lines

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 310)

124. Cat. no: KM 95032:9457
Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: under R19, KU66 and KU44



138 139

Decoration:

Technique: punching

Handle: A vertical row of punched paired lunate slits on 
the handle

Inside the sheath, a knife (220)

Published account: Jokela (2002:138)

Dating: the Middle Ages

126. Cat. no: TMM 20671:1070

Find place: Uudenmaankatu 6 excavation 1988 (Kykyri 
& Ojala 1988; the register of town archaeology 455)
Context: layer 12

Knife sheath  L. 230 mm, w. 35 mm 

Closed seam, centre back with flesh/grain stitches

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Foliate, linear

Dating: 1384/1429 – 1440/1445; the find layer is dated 
dendrochronologically between these years (Pihlman 
1995:80, Appendix 3).

Published account: Mikkonen-Hirvonen (1991:67-70)

127. Cat. no: TMM 18831:645

Find place: The Vähä-Hämeenkatu 13 excavation, 
1982 (Pihlman & Ikäheimo 1982; the register of town 

Knife sheath   L. 175 mm, w. 65 mm (opened). 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Goat leather.

Closed side seam; Rivet hole / holes on the blade section?

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the handle 
edge

Dating: the Middle Ages

Published account: Jokela (2002:135)

125. Cat. no: KM 95032:10384

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: under level R76

Knife sheath  L. 210 mm, w. 31 mm. Handle l. 95 mm, 
blade l. 115 mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed, riveted side seam on the handle; seven rivet 
holes, base of one rivet remains; seaming of the blade 
section unclear

Imprint of a ferrule on the mouth-end
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archaeology 295A-C).
Context: layer 1 of wood flint 

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (220) mm, w. (60) mm, 
opened. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 10-11 mm. 

Dating: The middle of the 15th century – the beginning of 
the 16th century (Pihlman 1995:88-89, Appendix 4).

128. Cat. no: TMM 14740:429 

Find place: sewer construction, Itäinen rantakatu, 1952-
1953
Context: ditch no. E (the trench extension on the fron of 
the Brahe’s Park), from the clay layer, 2,9 – 3,8 m under 
the surface, above the wooden drain structure; a mixed 
layer 

Knife sheath, a cut lower end. L. (90) mm, w. (20) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. 

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3 mm 

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: foliate

Back: a wave-line on left side of the seam

Dating: the Middle Ages (of the find context, Pihlman 
1995:122; Valonen 1958:63)

Published account: Kivikoski (1966, 1973:Fig. 1229); 
Valonen (1958:Fig. 55)

129. Cat. no: KM 4034:60
Find place: groundwork pit for a new building, 
Hämeenkatu 17, 1901
Context: ‘from the clay layer, from 3 to 4 metres deep’ 
(Appelgren 1902:53)

Present location: central store of the National Museum in 
Orimattila

Grip covering  L. 165mm, w. 25 mm (upper end) -37 mm 
(lower end), thickness of leather 1 mm; calf leather 

Flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3, stitch length 4-5 mm

Covered with transverse stripes of impression

Dating: 14th century?

130. Cat. no: KM 4034:61

Find place: groundwork pit for a new building, 
Hämeenkatu 17, 1901
Context: ‘from the clay layer, from 3 to 4 metres deep’ 
(Appelgren 1902:53)
Present location: central store of the National Museum in 
Orimattila

Grip covering, a cut fragment  L. (80) mm, w. 40 mm, 
thickness of leather 1 mm, calf? leather

Flesh/grain stitches, stitch type 3

Covered with transverse stripes of impression

Dating: 14th century?

131. Cat. no: KM 4034:62
Find place: groundwork pit for a new building, 
Hämeenkatu 17, 1901 
Context: ‘from the clay layer, from 3 to 4 metres deep’ 
(Appelgren 1902:53)
Present location: central store of the National Museum in 
Orimattila

Scabbard, a cut fragment   L. (145) mm, w. 42 mm, 
thickness of leather 1 mm; leather type can not be defined

Closed seam; centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
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Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (35) mm, w. (31) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: foliate

Back: diagonal lines

Dating: the Middle Ages

134. Cat. no: TMM 18884:381

Find place: sewer construction, Hämeenkatu, 1983
Context: 87.5/10, depth 2.55 m from the street level, 
wood-chip layer

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (35) mm, w. (25) mm. 

length 6 mm

Dating: 14th century?

132. Cat. no: TMM 16175:14
Find place: sewer construction, Nunnakatu, 1963

Context: from the upper end of Nunnakatu, 230 cm 
below the street level

Knife sheath  L. 210 mm, w. 35 mm. Handle l. 85 mm, 
blade l. 125 mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6-10 mm

Two suspension slots on the back on both sides of the 
seam

Decoration: 

Technique: impression

Division between handle and blade by transverse lines

Front handle: lattice 

Front blade: lattice

Back: chevrons on the left side of seam

Dating: the Middle Ages

133. Cat. no: TMM 17296:633
Find place: groundwork pit for a new building, 
Uudenmaankatu 5a, 1971
Context: unknown
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Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: diagonal lines

Back: same as front

Dating: The Middle Ages

135. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1133

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (88) mm, w. (40) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15tth century; layer group 
4B, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

136. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1135

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (78) mm, w. (27) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 4-5mm.

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: diagonal lines

Back: same as front

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15th century; layer 
group 4B, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

137. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1625

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (100) mm, w. (50) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5 mm.

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 310)

138. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE04959

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M49G (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (110) mm, w. (30). 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Sheep leather. Some hair 
preserved.



142 143

Closed seam, left side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 3; stitch length 8 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: foliate

Dating: middle of the 15th century – beginning of the 16th 
century

139. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE05620

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M56B (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment from the upper end of 
sheath. L. (60) mm, w. (38) mm. Thickness of leather (1) 
mm (laminated). The type of leather can not be identified.

Closed seam, left side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 2

A paired suspension slot on both sides  

Dating: latter half of the 16th century

140. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE10431
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M104 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn tip-part. L. (115) mm, w. (40) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision 

Front: lozenges

Spine: herringbone

Back: diagonal lines on both sides of the seam  

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

141. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE128205

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998 
Context: M128D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a fragment. Cut from both ends. L. (122) 
mm, w. (34) mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

142. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE128214
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M128D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (70) mm, w. (43) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 5 mm
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Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

143. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE13931

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M139D (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (65) mm, w. (25) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3-5 mm

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

144. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1612
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M161 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (95) mm, w. (33) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: three fields on top of each other, extending to the 
back; uppermost: lattice; middle: impressed meandering 
curves; lowermost: lozenges

Dating: latter half of the 15th century – beginning of the 

16th century

145. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE201135

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment. L. (42) mm, w. (26) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, side of back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6-7 mm. Thread preserved in the 
stitch holes  

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

146. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE201148
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998

Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (88) mm, w. (35) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 7-8 mm. Thread preserved in 
the stitch holes.  

Upper end cut open from the side, probably for the better 
fit of knife
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Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-6 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

150. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204230

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (62) mm, w. (34) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5 mm

Two paired slots for suspension on top of each other

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

151. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204238

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (74) mm, w. (23) mm. 

Two suspension slots on top of each other on the back 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

147. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE201178

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn upper end. L. (65) mm, (30) mm. 
Thickness of leather (0.5) mm (laminated). The type of 
leather can not be identified.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4 mm

A paired suspension slot on the back

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

148. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204185

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (74) mm, w. (28) mm. 
Thickness of leather (0.5) mm (laminated). The type of 
leather can not be identified.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3; stitch length 5 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

149. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204193

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a tip-end. L. (46) mm, w. (25) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. The type of leather can not 
be identified.
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Thickness of leather (0.5) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 8-10 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

152. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20463

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (95) mm, w. (45) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 5 mm

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front: chevron pattern

Back: diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

153. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20474

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (110) mm, w. (28) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 5 mm

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front: vertical lines and chevrons, compare to 155

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

154. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20729

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M207 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a tip-end. L. (85) mm, w. (28) mm. 
Thickness of leather (0.5) mm (laminated). The type of 
leather can not be identified.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

155. Cat. no: TMM21816:NE20739

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M207 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment. L. (65) mm, w. (22) mm. 
Thickness of leather (0.5) mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 6 mm

Decoration:
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Technique: engraving

Front: chevrons and linear

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

156. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE209178

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M209 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (95) mm, w. (37) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). The type of 
leather can not be identified.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitched; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

A paired slot for suspension on both sides of the seam on 
the top end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

157. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE209204

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M209 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (62) mm, w. (37) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

158. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE209209

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M209 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (35) mm, w. (23) mm. 
Thickness of leather 2.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front handle: a transverse field extending to the back; 
interlace of angled double-lines; above originally a 
corresponding field

Front blade: vertical and diagonal lines, only a part of the 
field preserved

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

159. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE21015
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M210 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, two fragments. L. (100) mm, w. (19) mm 
and l. (110) mm, w. (22) mm. Thickness of leather (0.5) 
mm (laminated). Calf leather. 

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 4 mm  

Decoration:
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Technique: impression

Front: foliate 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

160. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE500120

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M500 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, two torn fragments. L. (115) mm, w. (39) 
mm and (98) mm, w. (35) mm. Thickness of leather (0.5 
mm) (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-7 mm

Dating: latter half of the of the 14th century – end of the 
15th century

161. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509133

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut tip-end. L. (44) mm, w. (27) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 4-6 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

162. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50982

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a torn tip-part. L. (72) mm, w. (18) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh grain stitches; stitch 
type 2; stitch length 3-4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision

Front: incised lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

163. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51138

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M511B (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (62) mm, w. (19) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1

Decoration:

Technique: stamping, impression

Front: stamped cinquefoils, impressed outlining

Dating: 14th century
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164. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51223

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M512 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut tip-end. L. (55) mm, w. (22) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 7 mm

Dating: 14th century

165. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51253

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M512 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut or torn tip-end. L. (62) mm, w. (23) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 
1; stitch length 5 mm. In addition to the original stitch 
holes, also many secondary stitches

Dating: 14th century

166. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE06924

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M69J (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn fragment. L. (120) mm, w. (30) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed side seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 5-6 mm. Thread preserved in stitch holes.

Decoration:

Technique: engraving

Front: combinations of engraved horizontal and diagonal 
lines, dotted lines and chevrons

Back: same as front

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

167. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20824

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M208 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut fragment. L. (148) mm, w. (45) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitched; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4-6 mm

Decoration:

Techniques: incision / slashing

Front: foliate 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

168. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE0811
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Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M81D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a fragment. Cut from upper end, torn 
from lower end. L. (100) mm, w. (30) mm. Thickness of 
leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7-8 mm

Decoration: 

Technique: impression

Front: longitudinal impression lines on the front on both 
edges; lattice between the lines; decoration barely visible

Back: diagonal lines between the seam and the edge on 
one side, other side is plain

Dating: first half of the 16th century

169. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE1129

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M112C+M143 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, two fragments belonging together. L. 
(80) mm, w. (47) mm. Thickness of leather 2 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 6 mm

On the back face, two paired suspension slots on top of 
each other, on both sides of the seam  

Decoration:

Techniques: impression emphasised by incisions; stamps

Front: horizontal fields separated by impressed lines; 
uppermost: flower stamps similar as in 119; middle: 
lattice; lowermost, only partly preserved: vertical lines

Back: decoration only on the broader side of the seam: 
on the upper end, a flower stamp; underneath this, linear 
decoration

Dating: first half of the 15th century

170. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE128204

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M128D (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a fragment. L. (84) mm, w. (31) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4 mm 

Seam makes a slight curve on the junction of the blade 
and the handle 

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front blade: lattice 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

171. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE17223
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M172 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath, an upper end. L. (100) mm, w. 35 mm. 
Moulded handle, l. 40 mm. Thickness of leather 2 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 3-6 mm
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Back: diagonal lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

173. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504458

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a torn lower end. L. (116) mm, w. (27) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, right side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 2; stitch length 5 mm  

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

174. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20497

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a cut and torn fragment. L. (150) mm, w. 
(40) mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, left side of back with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitch type 1; stitch length 4 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

175. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE164102
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M164 (Kosmorama B)

Knife sheath, torn fragments. Thickness of leather (0.5) 
mm (laminated). Calf leather.

A paired suspension slot on the front and on the back

Decoration: 

Techniques: engraving

Front handle: chevrons / zigzag pattern and horizontal, 
dotted lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

172. Cat. no: TMM 21819:NE509199

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Knife sheath, a cut and torn fragment. L. (130) mm, w. 
(24) mm. Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 3 mm

Decoration:

Techniques: incision / slashing, some of the cuts 
unintentionally through the leather?

Front: foliate
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Flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch length 3 mm
 
Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

176. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20750

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M207 (Kemicum)

Knife sheath, a torn lower end. L. (120) mm, w. (25) 
mm. Thickness of leather (0.5) mm (laminated). Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3; stitch length 6 mm

Decoration:

Technique: incision / slashing

Front blade: two vertical rows of diagonal lines, divided 
by a pricked line

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

177. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE04931
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M49L (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather?  A cut fragment. L. (325) mm, w. (20) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam with edge/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 3 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

178. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE05634

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M56K (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut lower end. L. (230) mm, w. 50 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm

Scabbard tip is blunt; stitched with flesh/grain stitches. 
Longitudinal impression lines on both sides of the seam 
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and on the edges on the front and back of the scabbard.

On the front, a mark of the form of a sleigh bell; a 
detached decoration?

Dating: latter half of the 14th century

179. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE11095

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M110B (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (245) mm, w. (32) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 9-10 mm. On the other end of the fragment, 
secondary flesh-grain stitches.

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam; also, a 
mark of impressed diagonal & transverse double lines

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

180. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE110206

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M110B+M69J (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (155) mm, w. (29) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 6-7 mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam and on 
the edge; also a mark of an impressed, diagonal double 
line

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

181. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE11891
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M118 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (178) mm, w. (105) 
mm (opened). Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-7-mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam, on the 

edge on the back and a double line on the middle of the 
front. Also a mark of an impressed, diagonal double line 
on the back.

It seems like the folds were never folded, a preform?

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

182. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE12413

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M124 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (112) mm, w. (25) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 7 mm

An impressed, diagonal double line

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

183. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE12740

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M127C (Kosmorama B); a partly mixed context

Scabbard leather, five torn fragments from the upper end 
of the scabbard. The largest fragment, L. (235) mm, w. 
60 mm. 

Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. The type of leather can not 
be identified.
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Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 2-6 mm

Flesh/grain stitches on the mouth-end

Dating: middle of the 15th century – beginning of the 
16th century

184. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE128154

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M128D (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut tip-end.   L. (77) mm, w. (45) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back (continues 30 mm to the front) 
with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4-5 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century

185. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE147111

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M147 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (315) mm, 
w. 50 mm. Thickness of leather 
1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4-5-mm

On one side of the upper end, five diagonal slashes 
through the leather

Dating: first half of the 15th century

186. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE201155
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M201 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut upper end.   L. (97) mm, w. (58) 

mm. Cut from lower end and from 
one side. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed back seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 4-6 mm. On the 
upper edge, a transverse line of flesh/grain stitches

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam and on 
the edge on the back and front. On the back, left side of 
the seam, a row of  six slashed, vertical, 20 mm slits; 10 
mm below the slits, a paired slot.

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - beginning of the 
15th century

187. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE2035

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M203 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a lower component. L. (150) mm, w. 
(55) mm. Lower end is cut, for the 
detaching of the chape? Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 8 mm
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the edge 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

190. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20945

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M209 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (200) mm, 
w. (50) mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Centre-back seam; the seam is torn

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

191. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20496

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut upper end. L. (140) mm, w. (40) 
mm, 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7 mm

On the back, next to the seam, a row of 15 mm vertical 
slots; below, a paired slot
 
Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

192. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204102
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (322) mm, 
w. 50 mm, Thickness of leather 
1.5 mm. Calf leather.

On the top end, a closed seam, facing inwards, flesh/grain 
stitches; stitch type 1; probably 
for attaching the lower component to the upper 
component

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

188. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE20311

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M203 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (150) mm, 
w. (35) mm. Thickness of leather 1 
mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5 mm

A longitudinal line of impression next to the seam and on 
the edge on the back

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

189. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE204237

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M204 (Kemicum)

Scabbard leather, a fragment. L. (70) mm, w. (30) mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm 
(laminated). Calf leather.

Closed seam; stitch type 1; stitch length 4 mm.

A longitudinal line of impression next to the seam and on 
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Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6-7 mm

On the left side, next to the seam, a longitudinal 
impression line

On the front, near the top end, a 23 mm transverse slit; 
above this, a diagonal 10 mm slit; 
on the back face, next to the seam, a 20 mm vertical slit; 
slits probably for the suspension. 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

193. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE500102

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M500 (Kosmorama A), a partly mixed context

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (170) mm, w. (27) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed back seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 6-9 mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam.  Also, a 
mark of an impressed, diagonal double line

Dating: latter half of the of the 14th century – end of the 
15th century

194. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE503193

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M503G (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (175) mm, w. (29) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 4 mm.

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

195. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50483

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (420) mm, w. 50 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 8 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

196. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504150

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (175) mm, w. (47) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. 
Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7-9 mm

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

197. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE504247
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M504 (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, two cut fragments. Larger fragment, 
L. (270) mm, w. 50 mm. Thickness 
of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.
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Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M509 (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (100) mm, 
w. 50 mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5 mm

An imprint of a ferrule? on the mouth-end?

Longitudinal impression lines on both sides of the seam 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
16th century   

200. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51141

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M511C (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, two cut fragments. One is from the 
top end of the scabbard. L. (220) mm, w. (34) mm and L. 
(185) mm, w. (25) mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf 
leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 9 mm. On the top end, a transverse line of flesh/
grain stitches.

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam; on the 
back, a paired suspension slit 40 mm from the mouth-end

Dating: latter half of the 14th century

201. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE51381

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M513B (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut and torn fragment. L. (190) mm, 
w. (60) mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed back seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 8-10 mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam; two or 
three faintly discerning longitudinal impression lines also 
between the seam and the edges

Dating: latter half of the 14th century

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6-8 mm

On the other end of the larger fragment, a diagonal line 
of flesh/grain stitches, extending 
from the back to the front 

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – beginning of the 
15th century

198. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE50570

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation
Context: M505D (Kosmorama A)

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (195) mm, w. (26) 
mm. Thickness of leather 0.5 mm
 (laminated). Calf leather.
 
Closed back seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; 
stitch length 7 mm

A longitudinal impression line next to the seam; also a 
mark of an impressed, diagonal double line

Dating: latter half of the 14th century - first half of the 
15th century 

199. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE509343
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202. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1132

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (176) mm, w. (31) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 1; stitch 
length 4-5 mm

A longitudinal line of impression next to the seam; a 
similar but faintly discerning line on the edge

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15th century; layer group 
4B; phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

203. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1134

Find Place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (193) mm, w. (47) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 4-5 mm.

A longitudinal line of impression next to the seam; a 
similar line also on the back edge

Decoration:

Technique: impression

A transverse double line across the whole front width; 
from this, branches double lines forming lozenges

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15th century; layer group 
4B, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

204. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1543

Find Place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Scabbard leather, three fragments. Largest, l. (95) mm, 
w. 58 mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

Fragments are from the upper end of the scabbard; the 
mouth-end is pointed; across the mouth-end runs a 
transverse line of running stitches.

A line of impression both sides of the seam and on both 
edges on the front and back
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Decoration:

Techniques: impression, engraving

On one of the fragments, an impressed, transverse double 
line across the front, filled with engraved dots; three lines 
branch downwards in different directions from this line; 
three dots in a arrowhead-like formation in the ends of 
the outermost lines; on one fragment, a triangle, formed 
of three impressed lines, running parallel

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15th century; layer 
group 4B, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

205. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1544a

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Scabbard leather, a cut upper end. L. (120) mm, w. 44 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 3; stitch length 6-7 mm

A pointed mouth-end

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 310)

206. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1544b

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (117) mm, w. (42) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 7-8 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: Lozenges diverging from a longitudinal double 
line on the middle of the scabbard

Back: diagonal lines

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 310)

207. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1544c

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236
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Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (80) mm, w. (40) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1 mm. Leather type?

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: Lozenges? diverging from a longitudinal double 
line on the middle of the scabbard

Back: Diagonal lines?

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 310)

208. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1547

Find place: the Old Great market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Scabbard leather, a cut lower end. L. (300) mm, w. 48 
mm. Thickness of leather 1mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 3-4 mm. The seam continues 90 mm 
on the front face.

Longitudinal impression line on both sides of the seam

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Front: lozenges formed of impressed double lines and 
dots between the lines; chevrons, diverging in two 
directions from the middle of the impressed longitudinal 
line

Back: diagonal lines on both sides of the seam

Dating: first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 307) 

209. Cat. no: TMM 21125:47

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1992
Context: the garage area

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (215) mm, w. (45) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm.

Lining of hemp inside (see Appendix 2)

Dating: the Middle Ages?

Published account: Jokela (2002:140)

210. Cat. no: TMM 14681:838
Find place: sewer construction, Itäinen rantakatu, 1952-
1953
Context: ditch no. 32 (lower end of the Rettig slope), 
‘from deep, under the logs’

Scabbard leather, a cut fragment. L. (133 mm), w. (50) 
mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 6 mm

Decoration:

Technique: impression
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An impressed line on both sides of the seam, and on the 
edges on both sides; a double line also on the middle on 
the front

Two paired (secondary?) suspension slots on the front

Dating: the Middle Ages (dating of the context, Pihlman 
1995:337)

Published account: Valonen (1958: table 14)

212. Cat.no: TMM 21816:NE5167

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M516 (Kosmorama A)

Grip covering, two fragments belonging together. L. 
(178) mm, w. 35 mm (upper end) – (45) mm (lower end). 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch 
length 6-8 mm

Two suspension? loops (secondary) have been cut on the 
top end

Decoration: 

Technique: impression

Front: impressed transverse stripes

Back: same as front

Decoration similar as on the grip covering 213 from the 
Aboa Vetus museum (TMM 21125: 185)

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – 15th century

213. Cat. no: TMM 21125:185
Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1992
Context: the garage area

Grip covering, a cut fragment. L. (105) mm, w. (40) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather

Butted seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch 
length 5-8 mm.

Front: star-like mark on the front and part of another 
similar

Dating: the Middle Ages (Pihlman 1995:118, 335-336)

Published account: Valonen (1958: table 14)

211. Cat. no: TMM 14681:1817

Find place: sewer construction, Itäinen rantakatu, 1952-
1953
Context: ditch no. 58 (lower end of the Nunnakatu), 
‘from the lowest clay layer’

Scabbard leather, a torn upper end. L. (165) mm, w. (95) 
mm opened, 50 mm original. Thickness of leather 1.5 
mm. Calf leather.

Closed seam, centre-back with flesh/grain stitches; stitch 
type 1; stitch length 5-6 mm. A running stitch on the 
mouth-end
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Decoration: 

Similar as in 212

Dating: the Middle Ages?

Published account: Jokela (2002:140); catalogued as a 
knife sheath

214. Cat. no: TMM 20764:346

Find place: Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 10, square 7 

Grip covering   L. 130 mm, w. 30 mm (upper end) 
- 42 mm (lower end). Thickness of leather (0.5) mm 
(laminated). The type of leather can not be identified.

Butted seam, with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3, stitch 
length 6-8 mm. 

Impressed, transverse lines; probably imprint of the wire, 
originally wrapped around the leather covering

Dating: the Middle Ages; layer group 7, phase 4/5, 
mixed layers (Pihlman 1995:64, 309)

215. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1410
Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 214

Grip covering   L. 130 mm, w. 25 mm (upper end) – 40 

mm (lower end). Thickness of leather 1 mm. The type of 
leather can not be identified.

Butted seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch 
length 6-7 mm

Decoration:

Technique: stamping

Three-petalled flowers

Divided with transverse, raised moulding

Dating: second quarter of the 14th century; layer group 
3a, phase 3 (Pihlman 1995:63, 310)

216. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1136

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 181

Grip covering, a cut fragment. L. (58) mm, w. (35) mm. 
Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf leather.

Butted seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch 
length 4-5 mm

Decoration: transverse, raised mouldings; the leather 
cover has probably been pressed on a wooden hilt, which 
was wound with twisted wire; there are impressions of 
such wire on the flesh side of leather covering

Dating: 1350 – beginning of the 15th century; layer 
group 4B, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 308)

217. Cat. no: TMM 21816:NE2065
Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M206 (Kemicum)
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Transverse lines

Dating: 1350 – the beginning of the 15th century; layer 
group 4a, phase 4 (Pihlman 1995:63-64, 307)

219. Cat. no: TMM 21816:A997

Find place: Åbo Akademi excavation 1998
Context: M173

Ferrule from the tip-end of the sheath  L. 44 mm, w. 31 
mm.

Iron with remains of leather inside

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – (beginning of the 
15th century)

220. Cat. no: KM 95032:950

Find place: The Aboa Vetus excavation 1994-1995
Context: under level R76

Knife inside the sheath 125   Handle l. 95 mm, blade 120 
mm; tang protrudes through the handle and is riveted

Published account: Jokela 2002:38

221. Cat. no: TMM 22237:NA183:002
Find place: Library site excavation 2003  
Context: layer M257

Knife sheath   L. 155 mm, w. 32 mm. Handle l. 75 mm, 
blade l. 80 mm. Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Goat 
leather.

Closed side seam, handle section riveted with six rivets. 
A metal ferrule on the blade side of the blade section.

On the handle, a vertical line of paired slots, five slots in 
a row

A rectangular indent on the mouth-end

Grip covering   L. 150 mm, w. 60 mm (on the ends), 40 
mm (on the middle). Thickness of leather 1 mm. Calf 
leather.

Butted seam with flesh/grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitch 
length?

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Half-leaves on both sides of the middle-line

Dating: latter half of the 14th century – first half of the 
15th century

218. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1053

Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 159
Present location: Turku Provincial Museum

Rain guard from a sword   L. 44 mm, w. 52 mm. 
Thickness of leather (1) mm (laminated). Calf leather.

Made of one piece of leather; the piece is folded and 
stitched on the other edge by a closed seam with flesh/
grain stitches; stitch type 3; stitches do not extend to the 
upper edge, there is an opening formed for the guard of 
the sword on both sides; the leather piece has stitch holes 
again on the both upper corners to close the openings 
above the cross-guard.

Decoration:

Technique: impression
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Decoration:

Technique: excision

Two decoratively excised fringes on the blade section of 
the seam side

Dating: the latter half of the 14th century (Tuovinen & 
työryhmä 2004)

222. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1469

Find place: Old Great Market Excavation 1989
Context: layer 225

Knife sheath’s cap  L. 25 mm, w. 40 mm (opened). 
Thickness of leather 1 mm (laminated). The type of 
leather cannot be identified.

Closed seam with flesh/grain stitches on top of the cap, 
continues to the side; stitch type 1

A paired suspension slot on both sides

Dating: second quarter of the 14th century; layer group 3b 
; phase 3 (Pihlman 1995:63, 307)

223. Cat. no: TMM 20764:1622
Find place: the Old Great Market excavation 1989
Context: layer 236

Rain guard from a sword   L. 33 mm, w. 70 mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Made of one piece of leather; the piece is folded and 
stitched on both edges by a closed seam with flesh/grain 
stitches; stitch type 3; stitches do not extend to the upper 
edge, there is an opening formed for the guard of the 
sword on both sides

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Faintly discerning transverse lines

Dating: the first quarter of the 14th century; layer group 2, 
phase 2 (Pihlman 1995:62-63, 307)

224. Cat. no: TMM 17296:50a

Find place: groundwork pit for a new building, 
Uudenmaankatu 5a, 1971
Context: unknown

Rain guard from a sword   L. 40 mm, w. 75 mm. 
Thickness of leather 1.5 mm. Calf leather.

Made of one piece of leather; the piece is folded and 
stitched on the other edge with flesh/grain stitches; 
stitches do not extend to the upper edge, there is an 
opening formed for the guard of the sword on both sides; 
the leather piece has flesh/grain stitch holes again on the 
both upper corners to close the openings above the cross-
guard; stitch type 3. The other half of the guard is cut.

Decoration:

Technique: impression

Transverse lines

Dating: the Middle Ages



164 165



164 165

Archaeologia Medii Aevi Finlandiae 

published by 
The Society for Medieval Archaeology in Finland 

I  Castella Maris Baltici I. The proceedings of a Symposium held in Turku, Finland, on 3-8   
 September 1991. Stockholm 1993. 

II  Castella Maris Baltici II. The proceedings of a Symposium held in Nyköping, Sweden, on   
 3-9 September 1993. Nyköping 1996. 

III  Uotila, Kari. Medieval Outer Baileys in Finland. With Special Reference to Turku Castle. 
 Dissertation, Turku University. Turku 1998. Sold out. 

IV  Uotila, Kari (ed.) Vesilahden Laukko. Linna, kartano, koti. Turku 2000. Sold out.

V  Castella Maris Baltici III-IV. The proceedings of a Symposium held in Malbork (Marienburg),   
 Poland, on 2-8 September 1995 and of a Symposium held in Tartu (Dorpat), Estonia,
  on 10-14 September 1997. Gdansk 2001. 

VI  Castella Maris Baltici V. The proceedings of a Symposium held in Rudkobing, Denmark, on   
 31 August– 4 September 1999. Rudkobing 2001. 

VII  Castella Maris Baltici VI. The proceedings of a Symposium held in Vilnius, Lithuania, on   
 18-21. September 2001. Vilnius 2004. 

VIII  Mikkola, Terhi & Vilkuna, Anna-Maria. At Home within Stone Walls: Life in the Late Medieval   
 Häme Castle. Saarijärvi 2003. 

IX  Seppänen, Liisa (ed.) Kaupunkia pintaa syvemmältä. Arkeologisia näkökulmia Turun    
 historiaan. (Under the Urban City. Archaeological Perspectives on the History of Turku).   
 Turku 2003. 

X Harjula, Janne. Sheaths, Scabbards and Grip Coverings. The Use of Leather for Portable    
 Personal Objects in the 14th - 16th Century Turku. Hämeenlinna 2005. 

Available from 

Federation of Finnish Scientific Societies Bookstore 
Kirkkokatu 14 

FIN-00170 Helsinki 
tiedekirja@tsv.fi 

Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova museums 
Itäinen Rantakatu 4-6 

FIN-20700 Turku 
info@aboavetusarsnova.fi 

The Bookstore of Nationalmuseet 
Fredriksholms Kanal 12 

DK-1220 Kobenhavn 
musbutik@natmus.dk



166



This book offers an interesting glimpse to the material culture of medieval Turku, the most 
important town of Finland in the Middle Ages. In this archaeological study by Janne Harjula, 
there are presented and discussed the knife sheaths, sword scabbards and grip coverings from 
swords or daggers found in archaeological surveys and excavations carried out during the 
last hundred years in the town of Turku and at Turku Castle. The objects of this study were 
manufactured of leather, a significant raw material often called ’the plastic of the Middle Ages’. 
The whole research material is comprised of 224 artefacts, dated to the 14th - 16th centuries.

As personal equipment accompanying the owner, the artefacts of this study inevitably reflect 
the mentality and aesthetic values of their period and society. These have been viewed by 
studying the decoration of the artefacts. It is also asked where and by whom the objects were 
made, and who the users were. 

All the artefacts have been individually described in text and pictures in the catalogue section 
of the book. Besides the medieval material, there’s been included a short introduction to Iron 
Age sheaths and scabbards in Finland in the light of the present knowledge.

This study is a part of the project ‘From Village into Town - Changing Ways of Life in 
Southwestern Finland from the 10th to the 16th century’. The project was funded by the Academy 
of Finland in 2001 - 2003 and carried out in the department of archaeology, University of 
Turku and Turku Provincial Museum.

This book is the tenth volume in the Archaeologia Medii Aevi Finlandiae series, 
publications of the Society for Medieval Archaeology in Finland.
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